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Kruger and his advisers, rejecting this contention, were none
the less disturbed by Chamberlain's reservation of the right to
intervene. For other reasons they were in a fix. They wanted a
loan but it could not be raised without repairing confidence. The
capitalists had offered publicly to expropriate the Dynamite
Company on terms so advantageous to the State as well as the
mines that the Volksraad itself began to be attracted. Disquiet-
ing again was the growing movement on the Eand for a greater
petition to the Queen. The Boer executive conceived a clever
plan. The idea was not only to checkmate the Imperial Govern-
ment but to oust it by a double move. Why not square the
capitalists by a direct deal; and divide the Uitlanders by nominal
franchise reform? "Peace negotiations", purporting to aim at a
happy political compromise as well as an economic settlement,
were opened through the leading "houses" at Johannesburg.
That the main purpose was to keep control of the explosives
the President's speeches leave no doubt. "The dynamite factory
was the principal thing in their independence." "The position
to-day was such that if we require to-morrow 1,000,000 cart-
ridges for Martini-Henry rifles we could get them ... if a dispute
arose with foreign countries and their gates were shut." "It
would also soon be in a position to make cartridges for all the
new patterns of rifles." "If they did away with the dynamite
factory the powder factory went with it." 2 As regards the pro-
spect in the event of war he could say that they had enough
material at the factory for three years.
None the less the proposals to the mining interests seemed
alluring at first sight. The gold-owners were to be reconciled to
the dynamite monopoly by the offer of valuable facilities for
extending and enriching their properties. The finances of the
Republic were to be reorganised on expert advice. Bought off
in this way, the magnates were to repudiate the new reform
movement amongst the rank and file of the British Uitlanders
and to throw in their weight with the Government. On. his part
1  C.9317, No. 1, pp. 6-7 (Chamber-   pp.    193-203.   Translations   of   the
lain to Sir W. F. Butler, acting High    official  text   of  President  Kruger's-
Commissioner, January 13, 1899).        speeches, March 17.
2  Blue Book of June 1899, C.9345,